
       
 

 

Ideas for teaching and learning 

  
REaction2 Remembering gives pupils opportunity to explore core faith values though the Identity, Diversity & Belonging and Practices & 
Ways of Life learning outcomes.  REaction2 gives pupils opportunity to explore the theme of remembrance in a Christian context, leading into 
Advent and Christmas and other winter religious festivals back in school.  Pupils have the opportunity to explore what commemoration means 
to them, their local community and to faith groups 
 

Please consider these ideas to extend the unit of learning. 

Opportunities 

 Consider why and how faiths remember birthdays, anniversaries and important historical events 

 Reflect upon feelings brought about by commemorative events, both happy and sad 

 Think about what “Peace in the world” might mean – who are the Peacemakers? 

 Learn more about local faith communities and how they view the importance of peace 

 Explore how peace is symbolised in Christianity and in other faiths 

 Explore some key texts from the Old and New Testaments (see Christmas progression activities in Agreed Syllabus) 
 

Bible base 

Explore some key texts from the Bible: 
Matthew 5:9 - God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God (Beatitudes, New Living Bible) 
Luke 6:27-36 - But I tell you: love your enemies, do good to those who hate you 

Corinthians 7:15 - It is to peace that God has called us 

Revelation 2:10 - Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer…  
                              Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

Ecclesiastes 9:18 - Wisdom is better than weapons of war 
 

Why did God promise to send Jesus into the world? 

 Old Testament prophecy: Isaiah 7:14 - the Messiah would come as ‘The Prince of Peace’ 

 Remembering the birth of Jesus: Matthew 1 vv.18-25; Luke 2 vv.1-20 

Remembering 

Year 2/3 unit  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2:10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+9:18&version=AKJV


Resources 

 Music – Barbour’s Adagio for Strings 

 Stories and songs with references to peace: Christmas Truce of 1914 

 What Price Peace? – interactive classroom activities for the whole Primary range (Barnabas, 2013) 

 Football Remembers pack  

 Candles to remember  

 Poppies – red and white, wreaths, Advent wreath, Christingle ‘globe’ 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25827997 - primary, brand new cross-curricular resources exploring what life was like 100 years ago at home 
and at war 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25269805 - primary & secondary assembly packs, covering themes of remembrance, commemoration and 
peace, aiming to help students reflect on WW1 
http://www.ppu.org.uk/whitepoppy/white_ed.html - the Peace Pledge Union project educational resources - white poppies for a culture of peace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key questions 

 
What does it mean to remember?  Do we remember Good? …or bad? 
Is fighting always wrong?  Can we really love our enemies as Jesus suggested? 
How do we make peace?  How can we make friends and not enemies? 
 

Key 

vocabulary 
Remembrance, memorial, peace, shalom, peacemakers, symbol, Prince of Peace, courage and bravery 

 

http://pastorbriang.blogspot.co.uk/2012/01/called-to-
be-peacemakers.html 
In today’s world we are too often caught between 
people and groups that feel they have to take sides – 
that they are ‘right’ and everyone else is ‘wrong’. While 
there are certainly times that it’s important to stand up 
for ‘right’ and fight the ‘wrong’ in our world, these times 
actually occur less often than many of us think, and 
more often than not the things we feel we have to 
stand up and ‘fight’ about are in the end relatively 
petty, selfish, and often self-centred issues that do not 
really matter one bit in big scheme of things. 

West Midlands Quaker Peace Education Project 

imagine a school…  
 

where adults and children share a common approach to 

resolving conflict 

where young people deal with their own conflicts on the 

playground 

where people use circles to look at problems and share 

learning 

where children feel safe and valued – and so do the adults 

where everyone feels part of the community 

imagine a peacemaker school… 

http://www.peacemakers.org.uk/ 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25827997
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25269805
http://www.ppu.org.uk/whitepoppy/white_ed.html
http://pastorbriang.blogspot.co.uk/2012/01/called-to-be-peacemakers.html
http://pastorbriang.blogspot.co.uk/2012/01/called-to-be-peacemakers.html
http://www.peacemakers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/imagine2.png
http://www.peacemakers.org.uk/


Starter 

activities 
(before you 

come to 

REaction2) 

 Make a display of Peace symbols       
 
Read stories about war: http://www.librarything.com/list/390/all/Childrens-Books-about-World-War-I-1914-1918- 
and peace: http://peacegarret.wordpress.com/peace-stories-for-children/ 

 

At REaction2 
(some of these 

activities) 

 Play ‘I-Spy’ looking for symbols of peace in the church in between workshops 

 Discuss memorials that help us to remember and find out what they mean to the community 

 Explore how dance moves can represent emotions and moods in a choreographed dance routine  

 Explore the different emotions that music and visuals can create, their use and effect when remembering 

 Learn and perform a group musical piece 

 Make a poppy garden and sow some peace poppies 

 Hear & reflect on a story of war and peace 

 Consider answers to the question: What did God promise when Jesus came into the world? 
 

After 

REaction2 
(back to school) 

 Discuss and reflect on Jesus as the ‘Prince of Peace’ 

 Re-enact/hotseat a soldier’s story.  Talk to a local family about the experiences of their soldier, dad, grandad or great-
grandad and how they remember him/her. 

 Make a school peace garden 

 Contribute to a school remembrance ceremony in Collective Worship; light candles to remember a local hero 

 Make a class book of memories 

 Plan elements of remembering into your school Advent / Christmas events; what do we remember for autumn / winter 
festivals of other faiths – Divali, Hannukah 

 What do we remember of what we have learned to take positively into the future……? 
 

 


