
  

 

  
 

Ideas for teaching and learning about Peace & Conflict 
 REaction gives pupils opportunity to explore core faith values though the Values and Commitments and Meaning, Purpose and Truth 

learning outcomes.  Pupils have opportunity to explore what core Christian beliefs mean when put to the test in a person’s life of faith.  
REaction will encourage reflection upon and response to issues surrounding the choice that people make to fight – for war or for peace.  

REaction will look at the work of charities and individuals who campaign for peace, and find out how we might all strive to become 
peacemakers in our own lives.  This unit has strong links with history and PSHCE. 

Please consider these ideas alongside the unit of work provided 

Opportunities 

 Think about making peace not war - how and why does a faith believer act?  Who or what is their inspiration? 

 Consider why people may choose not to fight, not out of cowardice, but because of what they believe 

 Learn more about how faith communities may be inspired work together for peace 

 Discuss “world peace” - a popular unifying cry.  We cry for peace, both for our nations and for our families; we give 
Nobel prizes to those who supposedly make profound contributions to peace.  Why? 

 Think about what “Peace in the world” might mean – is it a forlorn hope? 

 

Bible base 

Explore some key texts about Peace from the Bible: 
 
Matthew 5:9 - God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God (Beatitudes, New Living Bible) 
Corinthians 7:15 - It is to peace that God has called us 

James 3:18 - You can enjoy a healthy robust community, and enjoy its results, only if you do the hard work of getting along 
with each other, treating each other with dignity and honour (The Message Bible) 

Colossians 3:15 - Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body, you were called to peace.  And 
be thankful 

Luke 6:27-36 - But I tell you: love your enemies, do good to those who hate you 
 

Key 

vocabulary 

conflict, resolution, reconciliation, peacemaker, sacrifice, honour, valour, courage, gallantry, faith, hope, comradeship, 
selflessness, noble, patriotism, peace, armistice, truce, pact, accord, shalom, salaam 
 

PEACE & CONFLICT 



Key questions 

 
What does it mean to be British?  Is fighting always wrong?  Is war ever justified?  Why should we support our troops? 
What should we do for the victims and survivors of war? How do we deal with fear, pain and suffering?   
Is God ever on anyone’s side?  Can we really love our enemies as Jesus suggested?  How do we make peace? 
How should bullying be resisted?  Are some people worth more than others? 
 

A feast of 

Peace 

resources! 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/ww1/ - key BBC resources 

programmes & events with an firstinteractive guides to World War One: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25827997 - primary, brand new cross-curricular resources 
exploring what life was like 100 years ago at home and at war 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25826265 - secondary, links to curriculum-relevant resources 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/25269805 - primary & secondary assembly packs, covering 
themes of remembrance, commemoration and peace, aiming to help students reflect on WW1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03xkwxj - Britain's Great War - a version of the BBC One series, made especially for schools; Jeremy Paxman 

looks at how WW1 affected Britain and its people 

http://www.ppu.org.uk/whitepoppy/white_ed.html - the Peace Pledge Union project educational resources - white poppies for a culture of peace 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01n4ny7 - new abridgement of Michael 
Morpurgo's moving story Private Peaceful as he recalls the events of his 
short life, from Devon countryside to Flanders trenches 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01n4ldk - dance, music and drama 
activities exploring WW1 in a play Archie Dobson's War specially written for 
KS2. All resources, including the play script are online 

 

http://pastorbriang.blogspot.co.uk/2012/01/called-to-
be-peacemakers.html 
In today’s world we are too often caught between 
people and groups that feel they have to take sides – 
that they are ‘right’ and everyone else is ‘wrong’. While 
there are certainly times that it’s important to stand up 
for ‘right’ and fight the ‘wrong’ in our world, these times 
actually occur less often than many of us think, and 
more often than not the things we feel we have to 
stand up and ‘fight’ about are in the end relatively 
petty, selfish, and often self-centred issues that do not 
really matter one bit in big scheme of things. 

West Midlands Quaker Peace Education Project 

imagine a school…  
 

where adults and children share a common approach to 

resolving conflict 

where young people deal with their own conflicts on the 

playground 

where people use circles to look at problems and share 

learning 

where children feel safe and valued – and so do the adults 

where everyone feels part of the community 

imagine a peacemaker school… 

http://www.peacemakers.org.uk/ 
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Starters - 
before REaction 

 Finish the statements: “Conflict is….”, “Peace is…” 

 Discuss ‘World Peace’ - a popular unifying cry.  We cry for peace, both for our nations and for our families.  We give 
Nobel prizes to those who supposedly make profound contributions to Peace. 

 “Give Peace a Chance” – how? 

 Introduce the notion of freedom of action as opposed to conscription/coercion.  Should individuals be free to choose 
how they act?  The decision about what to do in any given situation is based on personal beliefs and a consideration 
of the potential consequences of your actions 

 Watch a clip (e.g. reconciliation) from the film War Horse  

 Watch a clip from a film (e.g. Ghandi) about a peacemaker 

 Hear stories of peacemakers, e.g. www.rmep.co.uk 
Son of Africa - Nelson Mandela 
Free at Last - Martin Luther King 
In the Streets of Calcutta - Mother Theresa 
 A Noble Life - Aung San Suu Kyi 

 Make a display of Peace symbols       
  

At REaction 
  

 Learn to sing a modern peace song and express emotion through dance  

 Act out some conflict dilemmas 

 Make and exchange a friendship bracelet 

 Hear stories of local people in times of conflict 

 Reflect on our own life values and how our choices impact on our lives 

 Explore stories about people who have tried to make peace in the world 

 Be challenged to think what we can each do the make a the world a more peaceful place 

 Consider the questions:  Is conflict ever justified?  What price peace? 
 

After 

REaction 
(back at school) 

 Sing or listen to Make Me a Channel of Your Peace in Collective Worship and celebrate the actions of someone who 

is a peacemaker.  Make up a poem or a song to celebrate their life and work 

 Re-enact a soldier’s story.  Talk to a local family about the experiences of their soldier, dad, grandad or great-
grandad.  How would he feel about going back in conflict?  Would his life choices be different next time? 

 Look at a modern version of the Beatitudes and turn it into a set of guidelines for a happy life.  Choose one that 
means the most to present to an audience in a non-verbal way (mime, dance) 

 Learn more about the life and work of a Peace Prize-winner.  Reflect on contemporary conflicts in the UK and abroad 
that remain to be solved.  Think about the words associated with conflict - violence, quarrel, hostility, pride, envy, 
greed, jealousy.  Think about those associated with peace - calm, serene, harmony, truce, pact, accord, agreement.  
How can we use gentle words of peace to counter harsh words of conflict and be peacemakers in society? 

 

    A Powerful Voice 

The Story of Bono from U2 - how Bono has used his 
songs and star status to express his faith and values and 
to campaign for peace and social justice 

 

http://www.rmep.co.uk/
http://www.rmep.co.uk/books/9781851753215/A-Powerful-Voice


Celebrate 

 Act out a scenario in groups, showing how a difference of opinion in school might be resolved and the differences 
could be reconciled.  Considering their personal qualities, choose ‘Peace Ambassadors’ for your class 

 Take action as a group or class on a local issue that divides the community, or support a worthy cause fighting for 
peace.  Decide how you can support the cause as a group and make a difference, no matter how small 

 Talk with someone who is fighting for peace to find out what the issues are… and what keeps them going! 

 Organise a Peace Festival for your class or school and exchange friendship bracelets 
 

 

Consider what key religious figures 
say about Peace 
 
 Abraham 

 Muhammad (pbuh) 

 Jesus 

 Guru Nanak 

 the Buddha 

 Mother Teresa 

 Gandhi 

 Chief Rabbi 

 Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Archbishop of York 

 Simon Wiesenthal 

 

“It is easy enough to be friendly to one’s 
friends. But to befriend the one who regards 
himself as your enemy is the quintessence of 
true religion. The other is mere business.” 

Gandhi 
 
Jesus said, “Love your enemies”. That’s a 
powerful message and, it turns out, one of 
the greatest challenges in life.  It’s an idea 
that was taught not only by Christ, but by 
Buddha, Gandhi, and many other great 
people and religions. 
 
“Love is the only force capable of 
transforming an enemy into friend.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. 


