
Blessed are the Peacemakers 

 

 What brings peace? 

Each of us is engaged in the continuous process of discerning what will bring us peace.  

 Is peace financial security? 

 Is it job security? 

 Is it mental and physical well-being? – fresh air and positive thinking 

 Is peace tranquillity? – obtained on spa breaks and tropical beaches 

Jesus’ words (as the ‘Prince of Peace’) suggest that all are inadequate definitions of what peace 

is and where we find it.   Peace is not an end in itself, but means to a far greater end. 

Peacemakers who sow in peace reap harvest of righteousness. (James 3:18) 

- translated in The Message as: 

You can enjoy a healthy robust community, and enjoy its results, only if you do the hard work of 

getting along with each other, treating each other with dignity and honour. 

Christians believe that the Jesus destroys divisions and we can find peace with our neighbour 

across boundaries of ethnicity, class and culture.   Jesus’ death reconciles us to God and means 

that we can extend a hand of peace to our neighbour, for he who has been forgiven much, loves 

much.  All the selfish things that we do in our lives can be forgiven - and forgotten.  This is the 

Easter message and the Good News of the Gospel. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body, you were called to 

peace.  And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 

Unity doesn’t always mean agreeing on things, but rather refusing to let our disagreements 

divide us.  Override negative attitudes, give up bitterness, let down the barriers.  Christians 

endeavour to let the peace of Christ rule all their relationships. 

The morning after the Luftwaffe destroyed Coventry 

Cathedral, a clergyman stood amidst the rubble and 

scratched ‘Father forgive’ on the charred wall, 

acknowledging that fault lay not only with the 

bombers.  The sentiment was not ‘Father forgive 

them’, but rather ‘Father forgive us all’ for our 

failure to find peaceful means to address our 

differences.  For many who had witnessed the 

devastation of their city, this call for reconciliation 

seemed like a betrayal.  He was courageous to speak 

out as he did.  Today Coventry Cathedral is a symbol 

of hope for communities around the world, inspiring 

them to work for reconciliation – at a local, national 

and international level.  Blessed are the peacemakers 

(Matthew 5:9): not because their words will be 

applauded - the message of peace is still met by 

confusion and resistance - but because their actions 

reflect the character of the Christian God. 

 


