
Quaker History 

An introduction  



Question 1 

 

Can you name one fact that 

you know about Quakers? 



The history and 
development of Quakerism 

 

A Whistle-Stop Tour 

https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/


Four Key Periods 

• Revolutionary (1600s) 

• Quietist (1700s) 

• Evangelical (1800s) 

• Liberal (1900s) 



How many Quakers do you 

think there are : 
• In the world ?  

 

• In the Britain ? 

 

• In Africa ?  

 

• In the Americas?   

 



Quakerism Today 

• 360,000 Quakers World-Wide 

• 16,000 (4.5%) live in Britain 

• 155,000 (43%) live in Africa 

• 168,000 (46.5%) in the Americas 

https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/


Quakerism Today 

https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#awps
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#emes
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#africa
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#americas


Quaker Religious 
Understanding 

• God is present and experience of God is directly 

available to everyone both individually and 

collectively. 

• All are spiritually equal 

• Follow God’s guidance in life and business 

• The Kingdom of God is both present and future: our 

task is to live it here and now 



Quaker Religious 
Understanding 

This led to Quaker practices of: 

• Silent waiting/listening worship 

• Free vocal ministry, including women 

• Decision-making based in worship 

• No spiritual hierarchy, shared organisational authority 

• Public witness and testimony: actions and statements 

to show what God is like and make the ‘kingdom’ real 



Quaker Religious 
Understanding 

There is no need for: 

• A set apart clergy or priesthood 

• Special sacred times or places 

• The outward sacraments 

• Entire dependence on the Bible 



Quaker Values 

 

How Quakers live their faith 

https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/


Encounter and Response 

https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker-secure.org.uk/


That of God in Everyone 

“… Now the Lord God opened to me… how 

that every man was enlightened by the 

divine light of Christ… and that they 

believed in it came out of condemnation 

into the light of life.” 



Quaker Testimonies 

Simplicity 

Truth 

Equality 

Peace 

Sustainability 

http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#awps
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#emes
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#africa
http://www.fwccworld.org/find_friends/index.php#americas


If God’s spirit is in all… you 
will experience it best if you 
seek simplicity 

• Simplicity of worship 

• ‘A simple lifestyle, freely chosen, is a source of 

strength’ 

• Leaving space – ‘attend to what love requires’ 

• Simplicity in possessions. ‘Do not be persuaded 

into buying what you do not need or cannot 

afford’ 



If God’s spirit is in all… 
truth and integrity are not 
optional extras 

• ‘Let your yea be yea and nay be nay’ – no 

double standard of truth 

• ‘Be honest with your self. What unpalatable 

truths might you be evading?’ 

• Honesty and integrity in business and work 

• ‘If pressure is brought upon you to lower your 

standard of integrity, are you prepared to resist 

it?’ 



If God’s spirit is in all… then 
there is equality of worth 
between all people 

• Roles and responsibilities are about tasks not honours 

• Respect diversity amongst us 

• ‘We are all unique, precious children of God’  

• ‘Do you respect that of God in everyone though it may 

be expressed in unfamiliar ways or be difficult to 

discern?’ 



If God’s spirit is in all… then 
we should realise our vision 
of peace 

• ‘We are a people of God that follow after those 

things that make for peace, love and unity’  

• Pacifism and conscientious objection 

• Active non-violence as positive, creative 

alternative – ‘bringing into God’s light the roots of 

destructive conflict’ 

 



God’s spirit is in all… then 
sustainable living is 
sustaining God 

• ‘We do not own the world, and its riches are not 

ours to dispose of at will. Show a loving 

consideration for all creatures, and seek to 

maintain the beauty and variety of the world’ 

• ‘…all creation gave another smell to me’ 

• We are interdependent – value of community 



Inter-related 
witness 

God in all 

Equality 

Simplicity Sustainability 

Integrity Peace 



Any questions? 


