
preparing for assessment



 To raise the profile of Religious Education in 
your school

 To confirm and evidence the good practice that 
is already taking place

 To identify areas for improvement/gaps in 
provision in RE

 To prove the cross curricular value of Religious 
Education



 Use your own RE subject self-evaluation as a 
starting point (including learning walks and 
pupil chats)

 Look at the criteria for Bronze and fill in details 
for the criteria you are certain you meet

 Identify any missing evidence and consider 
how this might be addressed

 If you find you can evidence all the criteria for 
Bronze, then look at the additional criteria for 
Silver and repeat the process above



 If you are convinced you meet, and can 
evidence, all the criteria for Bronze and Silver, 
it is worth attempting to go for Gold

 Look closely at the additional criteria for Gold 
– mostly relating to the wider impact of 
Religious Education in your 
setting/community/network

 Be creative in how you collect evidence and 
keep a file of work 
samples/photos/correspondence etc.



 Complete the ‘School Application Form’ as 
soon as you know when you would ideally like 
the assessment to take place.

 It can take up to 18 months to gather the 
evidence needed to go for GOLD

 Ask your colleagues to get their pupils to 
complete the ‘Learner Questionnaire’ to 
support you in readiness for the assessment 
day

 Photocopy examples of ‘good’ and 
‘outstanding’ RE from pupil’s books



 Take photographs (ask your colleagues to do 
the same) of any practical RE activities 
(Art/Drama/Music/RE events etc.) that will 
help to evidence good practice and support 
your application

 Photograph any displays that can be used as 
evidence before they are taken down/replaced

 Don’t discount anything that could possibly be 
used as evidence, no matter how tenuous you 
think the links to RE are!



 Use quotes from OfStEd reports about 
RE/SMSC:

“Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development is outstanding 

and forms an integral part of the 

school’s atmosphere.” Quote from 

Ofsted report 11–12 April 2013 

 



 Completed REQM application for Keldmarsh
Primary School…. 

 Sources of evidence used to support the 
Keldmarsh application….



 Make sure you have cover arranged for half a day 

 You’ve spent  a long time preparing for this day –
relax and be confident

 Enjoy the dialogue you will have with the assessor 
– let your passion for the subject come across loud 
and clear!

 Ensure you have made arrangements with your 
colleagues for about 6 pupils (from across the year 
groups) to be available to speak with the assessor 
and that these children have been informed of this 
(not ‘prepped’!!)



 Have your bank of evidence, as well as your 
completed evidence form, ready for the assessor to 
look at

 Have a laptop/pc available to show photographic 
evidence – or have the photos printed out

 Be prepared to explain in greater detail any 
rhetorical evidence

 Don’t leave any stone unturned – celebrate 
everything good about RE in your school! – the 
assessor WANTS you to be successful but needs 
the evidence



 Before the assessor finishes speaking with you, 
you should get an idea of whether or not you 
have successfully achieved the REQM and an 
indication of which standard you have been 
awarded – they need to speak with the Senior 
Leadership Team before they can definitively 
confirm the award, though

 The SLT will be given provisional notification 
of the result (which is a ‘best fit’ to the criteria) 
– to be confirmed by the REQM administrator



 Once the assessor has presented evidence to 
the REQM administrator, and they concur that 
the standard recommended by the assessor has 
been met, you will be notified by phone and in 
writing

 The award certificate will be sent to the school 
for display along with the logo to be used on 
the school stationery and website



 

 
 
Carol Tomkinson, Headteacher 
Keldmarsh Primary School 
Woodmansey Mile 
Beverley East 
Riding of Yorkshire HU17 8FF 

9th July 2015 

Dear Carol, 

Congratulations on achieving the Gold award for the Religious Education Quality Mark. We 

are delighted that you applied and that the hard work in Religious Education has been 

recognised.  We look forward to seeing some of your pupils’ work on the RE Quality Mark 

website. We are delighted that as a gold award REQM school you qualify for a discount of 

20% on orders from Articles of Faith: www.articlesoffaith.co.uk  

Please do contact your local SACRE and newspapers to celebrate your achievement in 

Religious Education and we would be pleased to receive any articles that are written. We 

wish you well as you network with local schools to share (and receive) good practice in 

Religious Education.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jane Brooke    Mary Myatt 

Project Managers of the Religious Education Quality Mark 



 Make sure you notify the local newspaper so 
you can share your success with the wider 
community



 Check out the REQM website and find 
yourselves on the map!

 http://reqm.org/winners

 You are now a member of the REQM family

 If you are a school that has achieved GOLD, 
you will be offered the opportunity to train to 
become an REQM assessor yourself, as well as 
opportunities to take part in research 
pertaining to the subject

http://reqm.org/winners


 Continue to promote high quality teaching and 
learning in Religious Education at your school

 Encourage and support colleagues in other 
settings to go for the REQM

 Keep maintaining your bank of evidence in 
readiness for re-applying when your current 
award comes up for renewal




