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Books @ Press  
Books @ Press resources have been developed specifically to support teachers in addressing cultural and 

religious education with early years pupils.  The stories provide the basis for cultural and religious education 

together with the opportunity to explore a wide range of cross-curricular activities promoting a fully integrated 

curriculum appropriate for this age group.  The stories and accompanying resources also provide opportunities 

to extend the knowledge, understanding and skills of more able children and children in Key Stage 1. 

 

Our main aim in producing these resources was to support practitioners in providing appropriate and 

meaningful Religious Education for this age group. 

 

Full details of the resources can be viewed at www.booksatpress.co.uk  or telephone 01594 516490.     

 
The author, Gill Vaisey is a Religious Education Consultant specialising in primary and early years phases of education.  

After studying for her B.Ed. Hons. degree with Religious Studies as her specialist subject, she taught primary age pupils before 

taking up a post as an Advisory Teacher for Religious Education in Gwent.  Gill has been a successful freelance consultant 

since 1996 providing support and training for schools and has developed a passion for early years education through her most 

recent work with this age group.   

 

The Illustrator, Louise Gwillym, is a Nursery Nurse who has been working within the school environment for sixteen years.  

Through working with primary age children, Louise has developed her individual style of art which captures the interest and 

imagination of children of all ages, and in particular those in the early years phase of education.  

 

Teacher Consultant: Melissa Griffiths has acted as our main teacher consultant and editor and her advice and expertise has 

been invaluable in producing the books and accompanying resources.  Melissa has many years’ experience as an RE Co-

ordinator and has worked with early years pupils extensively throughout her career.     

 

http://www.booksatpress.co.uk/
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The following summarises our philosophy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Religious education must be meaningful and appropriate and therefore care selection of resources 

and contexts for learning is essential.  Provision of religious education should be consistent with 

good practice in the rest of the curriculum for this age group.  It should therefore be largely 

based on active involvement in first hand experiences.  Good religious education focussed activities 

will provide opportunities to develop imaginative play, language and mathematical skills, music 

making and creative artwork.  As well making a significant contribution to knowledge and 

understanding of the world, and their personal, social and emotional development, good religious 

education will also provide valuable opportunities to widen the pupils’ cultural awareness and 

experiences and develop an awareness of a spiritual dimension to life.’                            
                                                                                                                                            GMV 2002          
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Statutory Requirement To Provide Religious Education. 
 

Legislation states that Religious Education must be provided for all registered pupils at a school except those in a nursery 

school and in nursery classes in a primary school.  

 

Therefore, pupils in a reception class must be provided with Religious Education according to the LA Agreed Syllabus (for 

County and Voluntary Controlled schools) or the school’s trust deeds / Church Syllabus (for Church Aided Schools).  

Reception pupils will also cover the Early Learning Goals from the EYFS curriculum.    

 

Pupils in a nursery school or nursery class in a primary school will be covering the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 

which contains some natural links with Religious Education. 
 

Early Learning Goals associated with Beliefs and Culture:  

Within the revised Statutory EYFS framework (September 2012) , Religious Education links can now be found primarily within 

the Understanding the World area of learning. 

 

Understanding the world  
People and Communities : Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other 

children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this.  They know about similarities and differences between themselves and 

others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

 

The world: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 

of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  
 

 

Links With Other Elements of Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The following planning sheets illustrate the many elements of the EYFS which link naturally with the provision of Religious Education.  

In particular, there are excellent links in relation to an exploration of the natural world. 
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Extract from Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  (p.38) 
 

Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, and Creating and Thinking Critically support children’s learning across all areas 

Understanding The World: People and Communities 

 A Unique Child: 
Observing what a child is learning 

Positive Relationships: 
What an adult could do 

Enabling Environments: 
What an adult could provide 

 

 
30 – 50 months 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
40 – 60 months 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Shows interest in the lives of 
people who are familiar to them. 
• Remembers and talks about 
significant events in their own 
experience. 
• Recognises and describes special 
times or events for family or friends. 
• Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. 
• Knows some of the things that 
make them unique, and can talk 
about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends or 
family. 
 
 
 
• Enjoys joining in with family 
customs and routines. 
Early Learning Goal 
Children talk about past and 
present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family 
members. They know that other 
children don’t always enjoy the 
same things, and are sensitive to 
this. They know about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and others, and 
among families, communities and 
traditions. 

• Encourage children to talk about their 
own home and community life, and to find 
out about other  children’s experiences. 
• Ensure that children learning English as 
an additional language have opportunities 
to express themselves in their home 
language some of the time. 
• Encourage children to develop positive 
relationships with  community members, 
such as fire fighters who visit the setting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Encourage children to share their 
feelings and talk about why they respond 
to experiences in particular ways. 
• Explain carefully why some children may 
need extra help or support for some 
things, or why some children feel upset by 
a particular thing. 
• Help children and parents to see the 
ways in which their cultures and beliefs 
are similar, sharing and discussing 
practices, resources, celebrations and 
experiences. 
• Strengthen the positive impressions 
children have of their own cultures and 
faiths, and those of others in their 
community, by sharing and celebrating 
a range of practices and special events. 

• Plan extra time for helping children in transition, such as when they move from one 
setting to another or between different groups in the same setting. 
 
• Provide activities and opportunities for children to share experiences and knowledge 
from different parts of their lives with each other. 
 
• Provide ways of preserving memories of special events, e.g. making a book, collecting 
photographs, tape recording, drawing and writing. 
 
• Invite children and families with  experiences of living in other countries to bring in 
photographs and objects from their home cultures including those from family members 
living in different areas of the UK and abroad. 
 
• Ensure the use of modern photographs of parts of the world that are commonly 
stereotyped and misrepresented,  
 
• Help children to learn positive attitudes and challenge negative attitudes and 
stereotypes, e.g. using puppets, Persona Dolls, stories and books showing black 
heroes or disabled kings or queens or families with same sex parents, having a visit 
from a male midwife or female fire fighter. 
 
• Visit different parts of the local community, including areas where some children may 
be very knowledgeable, e.g. Chinese supermarket, local church, elders lunch club, 
Greek café. 
 
• Provide role-play areas with a variety of resources reflecting diversity. 
 
• Make a display with the children, showing all the people who make up the community 
of the setting. 
 
• Share stories that reflect the diversity of children’s experiences. 
 
• Invite people from a range of cultural backgrounds to talk about aspects of their lives 
or the things they do in their work, such as a volunteer who helps people become 
familiar with the local area. 

Children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways. The development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual 
children.  They should not be used as checklists. The age/stage bands overlap because these are not fixed age boundaries but suggest a typical range of 
development. 
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Planning Support Sheets 
 
The following support sheets provide starting points and suggestions for a range of activities that can be 

explored in conjunction with the books and their accompanying resources. 

 

Teachers should select activities appropriate to the needs and abilities of the children.  Teachers and pupils will 

naturally develop a range of other activities as they explore and enjoy the resources.    

 

The suggested activities have been cross-referenced to particular elements of the areas of learning from the 

Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum.  In addition, links have been made to areas of religious education 

that are commonly featured in locally Agreed Syllabuses / Church Syllabuses. 
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The Tiny Ants 

 
The Tiny Ants is a delightful retelling of a traditional Muslim story 

 which encourages children to think about the importance 

 of caring for the natural world.  

 

The big book and cross-curricular resource pack provides a wide range of activities which 

directly supports Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematical development,  

Knowledge and Understanding of the World,  

and Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity.   

 

This resource is a perfect support to a topic on animals and mini-beasts. 

  

The book is also produced in standard size format, providing the additional opportunity for 

children to handle the book easily and enjoy the story on an individual basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language  
 Listen to and enjoy the story The Tiny Ants 

 Discuss the story and its message    

 Respond to the story with their own views and 

opinions about the action of the men and the 

response from Muhammad 

 Retell the story with the storyboard cards  

 
NB Children should not draw or represent the Prophet 

Muhammad. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
 Play the ‘Care for Creatures Game’ and respond 

personally to simple imaginary moral situations 

giving reasons for decisions made about the different 

creatures 

 Talk about the choices available in relation to mini-

beasts they encounter 

 Ask questions in relation to the story about how and 

why creatures of all sizes should be treated with 

respect and respond personally  

 Demonstrate care and respect for their environment 

when out on a mini-beast hunt  

 Think about the actions of the men in the story and 

what would have happened if they had not put out the 

fire 

 Communicate about what is good and bad, right and 

wrong, fair and unfair, caring and inconsiderate in the 

story 

 Talk about feelings associated with the story – sad, 

happy, worried, scared, relieved 

 

           

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Learn and sing songs associated with mini-beasts 

       such as ‘From The Tiny Ant’ BBC Come And  

       Praise 2 Songbook and CD.   

 Use percussion instruments to symbolise the sound 

of different creatures 
 Enhance the craft area with a variety of material to 

make mini-beast pictures, collages, puppets etc. 

Context for Learning / Theme: 

The Tiny Ants  

big book and resource pack 

By Gill Vaisey 

Literacy  
 Read and write some of the words for the various 

creatures featured in the book: ant, slug, worm, 

caterpillar, spider, snail 

Understanding the World 
The World 

 Look for mini-beasts in the local grounds and 

observe their behaviour 

 Compare the different mini-beats and find ways 

to group them 

People and Communities 

 Encourage the children to think about Muslim 

beliefs about the natural world (as clearly and 

simply illustrated by the story)  

 Encourage children to think about their own 

beliefs and attitudes about and towards the natural 

world 

 

Religious Education  
 Listen to and enjoy the story The Tiny Ants 

 Think about their own actions and consequences in 

relation to the natural world   

 Encourage the children to think about Muslim 

beliefs about the natural world (as clearly and 

simply illustrated by the story)  

 Encourage children to think about their own beliefs 

and attitudes about and towards the natural world 

 Talk about why the story of The Tiny Ants is 

important to Muslims and what it teaches them. 

 Encourage children to think about what they can 

learn from the story 

 Talk about what qualities and beliefs Muhammad 

(pbuh) showed in the story 

 

 

Mathematical 
 Sort animals into different size groups (R) 

 Play the ‘Care and Beware’ large board game with 

counters and dice  

 Play the ‘Care for Creatures Game’ in small groups 

 Record findings from a mini-beast hunt on the 

pictogram  

 

Physical 
 Replicate the movement and actions of a variety of 

creatures e.g. ants, worms spiders 

Cross-Curricular Topic Web based on the 2012 EYFS 

plus Religious Education 
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Activity Suggestions for Foundation Stage 

 focussing on People and Communities and Religious Education  

 
Possible General Themes:   Mini-beasts; In The Garden; The Natural World; Animals; Our World  

 

Theme:  Creation And The Natural World    Key Resource:  The Tiny Ants 
 

RE Focus:  To appreciate that creatures of all shapes and sizes are equally important and are worthy of care.  

                    Become familiar with the message of a traditional Muslim story about the natural world. 
 

The following activities relate to the book: The Tiny Ants  by Gill Vaisey,  Books @ Press.  (Tel: 01594 516490) 

Suggested Activities RE and Early Learning Goals (2012) 
Read the book and give pupils opportunity to identify the different creatures 

featured. 

 

 

Understanding The World:  The world know about similarities and differences in relation 

to places, objects, materials and living things. They make observations of animals and plants 

and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  

Discuss the story and its message.  Allow pupils to respond to the story with 

their own views and opinions about the action of the men and the response 

from Muhammad (pbuh).  
   

 

Communication and Language:  listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 

respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

Communication and Language:  Understanding  They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 

about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

Speaking: children express themselves effectively. 

They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. 

Understanding the World:  People and Communities They know about similarities and 

differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

RE:  Explore religious stories and their messages about the natural world. 

Enjoy a range of stories and accounts from different faith traditions and cultures.  Appreciate 

the messages that some of these stories may convey.  Appreciate the importance of some of 

these stories to certain people. 

Explore the way in which and reasons why they and others show care, concern and respect 

for living things, the environment and the natural world. 

Develop a growing interest in the world around them and develop understanding and 

responsibility for living things and the environment. 

Understand the relationship between feelings, beliefs and actions. 
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Express their own opinions and feelings, and make decisions while considering the 

viewpoints of others.  

Think creatively and imaginatively about important human and religious questions. 

Think about and ask questions about themselves and living things and listen to the answers of 

others. 

 

Provide opportunity for pupils to explore the school grounds or nearest ‘green’ 

area to find different creatures in their natural habitat and match them to those 

found in the book. 

Introduce the pictogram as a focussed activity - pupils can record which 

creatures they observed during their exploration. 

Enhance the mathematical area with the pictogram so that pupils can 

spontaneously use it in their games and observation of creatures.   

Understanding The World:  know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  

RE: Begin to ask questions about their own experiences and the world around them. 

Mathematics:  Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about 

size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects 

and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore 

characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe 

them.  

 

Provide opportunity for pupils to re-visit the story.  Encourage pupils to think 

about how they, or the ants, felt at different points in the story.   Use a 

sequence board of the story to help focus on emotions.   

 

Communication and Language:  listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 

respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

 

Using a storyboard and the storyboard images from the book, children to 

sequence and retell the story. 

 

Speaking: children express themselves effectively. They develop their own narratives and 

explanations by connecting ideas or events. They use past, present and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. 

 

Use the book as the basis for a movement and drama lesson.  Pupils to role 

play the tiny ants to emphasise the changing feelings throughout the story. 

 

 

 

Expressive arts and design:  They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

design and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 

 

 

Recreate the book as a wall frieze.  Pupils to use art and craft material to create 

images from the book.   NB Children should not draw or represent the Prophet Muhammad. 

 

Expressive arts and design:  They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

design and technology, art, 

Focus on a variety of creatures which we may need to be aware of inside and 

outside to avoid accidentally harming them.  Play the ‘Care for Creatures 

Game’ in small groups.   Each child has a card with four pictures on it showing 

a creature in potential danger.  Each pupil takes a turn to draw a creature from 

a drawstring bag.  If the creature matches their card they can claim it and talk 

about how we can be careful and avoid the creature being accidentally harmed.  

Understanding The World:  know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  

 Speaking: children express themselves effectively. 

They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 
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The number and type of creatures collected can then be shown on the 

pictogram.    

 

happened or are to happen in the future. 

 

More able pupils can play the ‘Care and Beware Game’.  Using the board and 

dice, the aim of the game is for pupils to collect cards of the creatures they 

have cared for in the game.  The number and type of creatures can then be 

shown on the pictogram.   As different groups play the game over a period of 

time an accumulative total can be recorded.    

Mathematics:  Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in 

order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number.  

Personal, Social and Emotional: They work as part of a group or class, and understand and 

follow the rules. 

 
Learn and sing the song: ‘From The Tiny Ant’ BBC Come And Praise 2 

Songbook and CD. 

 

Expressive arts and design:    Sing songs, make music and dance. 

Understanding the World:  People and Communities They know about similarities and 

differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

 

Pupils to listen to the sound of instruments and choose an instrument to 

represent each of the animals mentioned in the song.  Pupils to play the 

instrument when the animal occurs in the song. 

 

Expressive arts and design:    make music. 

 

Sort pictures of big, medium size and small animals into groups.  (If possible, 

use pictures of animals mentioned in the song.) 

Think about and discuss how we can help care for the different types of 

animals.  Conclude that they all need different types of care but they are all 

equally important, just as Mohammad (pbuh) had said in the story.   

 

Mathematics: Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about 

size, to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and 

describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use 

mathematical language to describe them.  

Understanding the World:  People and Communities They know about similarities and 

differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

Understanding The World:  know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They make observations of animals and plants and 

explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  

RE: Develop a growing interest in the world around them and develop understanding and 

responsibility for living things and the environment. 

 

© Primary Religious Education Support Service GMV 4 / 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


