
28

Meet Samuel 
Samuel is 8. He lives with his parents and two sisters in the London 
Borough of Redbridge.

What’s the best thing for you about being a Jew?

For me it’s about being together w
ith my family at 

special times. On Chanukah and Pesach we spend time 

together and I see people I 
haven’t seen for a long 

time. Most special to me is my mum, dad and sisters, 

my cousins and of course my grandparents. I love 

festivals, especially Chanukah – you get presents, 

play dreidel, and light the m
enorah. Where we 

live they have a big menorah in the middle of the 

roundabout and I went to see it lit on the last n
ight. 

I have my own menorah at home – shaped like a 

train – and I light it myself. 

What is the most special day in your religion? 
Shabbat – every Friday night, me and my sisters say the brocha for the candles. On Shabbat we have a rest. Most Shabbats I go to the children’s service and we have our own kiddush. Boys open the Aron Hakodesh, and carry the Torah scrolls around. Another special time is Simchat Torah. Last year I was chatan bereshit. I was one of the oldest and had to help clearing up. I got a special certificate - I’m very proud of it. 

What would you like to change about your religion?
I would change Yom Kippur so I can watch TV. We never watch TV on Yom Kippur because it’s a serious day. I also worry about adults fasting. I worry they will get ill and not make it. I wish every festival was like Hanukkah.

What is your favourite story from your 

religion?

I like it when Moshe (Moses) came down 

from Ha’Sinai and smashed the tablets. It 

teaches us one of the Ten Commandments 

– not to worship idols. I think Moshe 

would be a kind person to meet, but also 

quite strict. If he saw things that weren’t 

the Jewish way to behave he would get 

very angry.
Imagine that you could ask God three questions. What would they be?
Why are we alive? I think Hashem wants to give people their lives to learn to do things – like how to walk, talk and ride a bike and also how to help others. I go to Jewish Cubs and for my Home Help badge I helped my mum make a pizza.

Why do the festivals have those names?
What is my future? I would like to be a builder. I would also like a house with nice things inside and a car.
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