
Jewish Artifacts Resource Box ~ ID sheets
Prepared for LTLRE North's CPD conference at York St John, 7 Oct 2017

Do you have a box of Jewish artifacts for class use, but it's a mystery what the things are 
and what they are for? Below are images of typical items that may be included in a Jewish 
resource box with accompanying descriptions, plus wide ranging, cross curricular 
discussion points that can spring from these objects. 

These description cards can be printed off and used for an engaging classroom game which 
can then be a prompt to wide ranging discussion and learning, across all ages.

Preparation: 
• Identify which items you have in your resource box.
• Print off and separate the descriptions that match.
• Set up two display tables, with half the items displayed on each table.
• Gather the description cards that match each table's items.
• Spread the description cards, face up, at one end of the table they belong to.
• Cover each table carefully with a cloth (optional).
• Divide your class into two teams, one for each table.
• You may choose to ask each team to work in pairs, 3s, etc, depending on the class 

size, ages, group dynamics and other team skills you wish to include.

To play:
• When you call out "GO!", the task is to match the descriptions to the correct objects.
• The first team to label every item on their table might be the winner.
• Then go round with the whole class, checking every item against your master sheet, 

and leading discussions to suit your purpose. The (fastest) team with the most correct
matches is the winner.

Other useful links 
•  www.myjewishlearning.com/article/curricular-resources/ for teaching content
• www.judaica-rimmon.co.uk for artifacts
• Pinterest for craft ideas if you type in the Jewish term.
• If you have questions regarding teaching Judaism you are welcome to contact:

education@sinaileeds.uk.  Sinai Reform Synagogue in Leeds also welcomes school 
visits (by arrangement).

Please be aware that there are many different Jewish communities, with a significant 
diversity of beliefs, practices and customs, terms and spellings eg Haredi, Orthodox, 
Masorti, Conservative (American), Reform, Liberal, Ashkenazi, Sephardic and Mizrahi 
Jews. American on-line sites in particular use many different terms and spellings. There are 
as many forms of Judaism as shades of politics or regions of the world. (There are also some
evangelical groups who are not recognised as being within the Jewish community at all.)
Beware of steryotypes! 

Notes prepared by Thea Jacob, creative practitioner with special interests in cultural 
inclusion, community cohesion and outreach.   www.york-songbox.co.uk. October 2017
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Kippah (modern Hebrew - kee-pah)
Yarmulke (Yiddish – yar-mool-kah)

Scull cap

Magen David (ma-gen dah-veed)

Worn by Jewish men, and
sometimes by Jewish women, 

to show respect to God.

A sign to show others that 
you are Jewish.

Discussion points: 
• different ways of showing respect.
• what happens when people with different

customs (of showing respect) meet.
• Jews live all over the world. They make 

their "kippot" in the local artistic styles, 
North African, Eastern European, 
Mediterranean etc. Think about:

• shared values and different ways they 
can be expressed, 

• function and design,  
• uniforms and group identity,
• content and presentation.

Discussion points:
• why might someone want other people to

know personal information about 
themselves?

• Find other examples of people using a 
symbol to make a statement about 
themselves.

• Think about the possible consequences 
of wearing symbols, both positive and 
negative. 



Mezuzah (meh-zu-zah) Torah scroll (taw-ra)

A symbol, to put on 
a door frame, to show that 

through this door 
Jewish values are important.

The most sacred 
Jewish writing.

Discussion points:
• The mezuzah contains a tiny scroll with 

the first and last lines of the Torah 
written on it. They are made in all sorts 
of designs.

• why might people want to remind 
themselves of their highest values, 
especially in their home?

• What rules would you pin on your door 
frame to keep a happy home?

• Think of other examples of people 
publically displaying their values or 
beliefs at their home address.  

• Think about the possible consequences 
of making your beliefs public, both 
positive and negative. 

• Think about respectful acknowledgment 
and dialogue.

• Consider issues around on-line public 
and private sharing of personal 
information and debate.

Discussion points:
• different formats of written texts; 

books/scrolls, left to right / right to left, 
different alphabets, different languages.

• In Jewish tradition studying important 
texts is often done in pairs, called 
"chavrutah". The two students work 
together, reading and discussing the text, 
and weighing up its arguments. This is a 
great way to learn.

• What makes people believe and trust 
what they read? Consider how you 
decide on the reliability and value of 
various media? 

• Within Jewish practice, as in other 
traditions, there is a spread from 
Orthodox beliefs that every word of the 
Torah was divinely given on Mount 
Sinai, to Progressive views that the Torah
was written by many people over many 
years, reflecting their social, cultural and 
historical contexts. What benefits and 
tensions might each approach cause?



Yad Shofar (sho-far)

A pointer to help 
the reader follow the 

words on the scroll without
touching it. 

An ancient instrument  
that dramatically grabs 

everyone's attention 
in important Jewish festivals.

 
Discussion points:

• Why might you avoid touching 
something directly with your fingers or 
hands?

• Think of other examples where we 
protect something from our touch (rather
than protecting ourselves from the thing 
we are touching) eg issues of 
conservation and protecting our planet.

Discussion points:
• The shofar is full of symbolism. What 

might it represent? There are many 
stories about how the shofar came to be 
chosen for the most powerful moments 
in the Jewish year. It's simplicity shows 
humility. Being made from a ram's horn, 
it is made by God, not by man. When 
played it bends towards heaven, as 
should our prayers. It's sound is an 
"alarm call" to the heart.

• Think of symbolic properties you could 
ascribe to an everyday object, to remind 
you of important things when you are 
maybe not concentrating. This could 
become a classroom symbol to inspire 
good behaviour, concentration, kindness 
to others, trying your best etc.

• Consider where the power of symbolism 
lies. Does the object take on "powers" or 
is it our understanding that empowers 
us? In Progressive Jewish practice our 
blessings, prayers and rituals are all 
offered directly up to God. Our symbolic
objects are respected, even treasured, but
not tranformed beyond their material 
properties.



Tallit (tah-leet) Kiddush cup (ki-doosh)

 
Worn to show respect 

when handling the Torah.

For the wine 
which is blessed 
each Friday night.

Discussion points:
• The tallit traditionally has 613 knots, to 

represent each of the 613 "laws" a Jew 
should follow. How many rules does 
your school have for keeping everyone 
safe, happy and being the best they can 
be?

• What rules would you make; for a happy
school, home, community, world?

• What could you use to help you 
remember to follow all your personal 
rules?

Discussion points:
• Wine is used to represent joy. The 

blessing over the wine is to give thanks 
for all the good things in life.

• What good things in your life are you 
grateful for? 

• Wine is a very ancient part of Jewish 
ritual. It goes back maybe 3,000 years. 
Just having something in your tradition 
for a long time makes it special. It carries
so many lifelong associations. Is there 
anything in your family that has become 
a tradition, that you all love just because 
it's special to your family?



Kiddush candle sticks (ki-doosh) Challah cover (ha-lah)

To hold the candles which
 are lit every Friday evening

 to welcome the sabbath.

To cover the Sabbath bread 
which is blessed 

every Friday night

Discussion points:
• Having a day of rest once a week was a 

major change in the lives of ancient 
people. Why is it important to rest 
regularly?

• What different ways do people use to 
rest and relax?

Discussion point:
• The blessing over the bread gives thanks 

for the "fruits of the land".
• The challah loaf is always shared with 

everyone in the room. Sharing your food 
with strangers and feeding anyone who is
hungry are very important in Jewish 
tradition. How can people help the  
hungry in our community?



Havdalah spice boxes
(hav-da-la) Havdalah candle

(hav-da-la)

Something to carry sweet 
smelling spices.

A candle that represents
 the 6 working days

 of the week.

Discussion points:
• At the end of the sabbath there is a 

beautiful ceremony called Havdalah, 
conducted at home, to mark the end of 
the day of rest and the beginning of the 
working week. The spice box is passed 
around so that the sweet smell of 
Shabbat will stay with us throughout the 
week.

• What smell would you like to keep in a 
box, to remind you of happy times?

Discussion points:
• The end of shabbat is marked by 

extinguishing the havdalah candle in a 
glass of wine. It makes a very special 
hissing sound.

• What helps you feel in the right mood for
getting on with the school week?

• Are there other times when we might 
need help to get into the right mood

• What can we do to help put ourselves 
into the right mood for those occasions 
or challenges?



Chanukah candlestick
(han-oo-ka)

Dreydel (Yiddish name – dray-dle)
Sevivon (Modern Hebrew name -

seh-vee-von)

For marking the 
eight days of  Chanukah.

A game played 
at Chanukah.

Discussion points:
• Chanukah celebrates the freedom to be 

Jewish amongst other faiths. 
• Jews (and other minority faiths) 

generally know when Christian festivals 
are. Most Jews will happily wish their 
Christian neighbours Merry Christmas. 
Do you know which are the most 
important festivals for Jews (and other 
faiths), when and what the appropriate 
greeting is?

• Think about how it would feel if your 
friends ignored your special occasions. 
What difference might it make if 
everyone wished their neighbours "a 
good festival" for every faith?

Discussion points:
• In the chanukah story, the Jews are not 

allowed to follow their faith or customs. 
The ruling powers try to force everyone 
to be the same as them. There is no way 
to discuss what different people want and
come to a fair agreement.  If the Jews 
arrange meetings to talk about their 
troubles amongst themselves they have 
to pretend that they are playing dreydel 
whenever the soldiers come by.

• Is there something that you would rather 
do differently to other people? 

• Can you discuss together what everyone 
wants and find ways to fit in everyone's 
wishes in a fair way? 



Chanuka candles (hah-noo-kah) Gregger (gre-ger)

For marking the 
eight days of  Chanukah.

A toy to make a loud noise
whenever the baddy appears in the

Purim story

Discussion points:
• If you can get one of these boxes of 

chanukah candles notice how many 
languages are used. Jews live all over the
world, speaking the local languages 
where they live. To be able to read their 
sacred scrolls, sing and pray in Hebrew, 
Jewish children have to have extra 
lessons. 

• Which new language or skill would you 
like to learn?

• When would you choose to fit in extra 
lessons to learn a new language or skill?

• What other activity would you have to 
give up if you were going to seriously 
study something new?

Discussion points:
• In the Purim story Esther has to stand up 

and convince the King that he is about to
make a dreadful mistake, and that his 
trusted advisor Haman is following his 
own wicked plan. This story is 
traditionally told with elaborate and 
comical theatrical productions. The 
audience dress up too, and boo, hiss and 
make a racket whenever Haman is on 
stage.  

• Can you argue the case for something 
you think is really wrong, and get the 
person in charge to change their mind?

• Is there a campaign your class would like
to support by raising awareness?

• Can you write a play to get across your 
message?



Seder plate (say-der) Haggadah (ha-ga-der)

To display 6 symbolic 
foods at the Passover meal.

A story book used during the
Passover meal.

Discussion points:
• Every Spring Jewish families gather for 

Passover, one of the most important 
festivals in the Jewish year. They share a
special meal, usually in their own 
homes, and tell the story of their Exodus 
from Egypt thousands of years ago. The 
story is told with lots of songs, special 
symbolic foods and traditions, and 
discussion. It is important that each 
person feels as though they were 
personally there, so that they never 
forget what it feels like to be a refugee. 
By understanding what other people's 
hardship feels like we are more likely to 
treat them with sympathy and know 
what they really need to help them out of
their situation. 

• Can you retell a story from history so 
vividly that the listeners have a better 
understanding of what it must have felt 
like to be there?

• Can you think of some foods and actions
to symbolise the themes of your story?

Discussion points:
• Every Spring Jewish families gather for 

Passover, one of the most important 
festivals in the Jewish year. They share a 
special meal, usually in their own homes,
and tell the story of their Exodus from 
Egypt thousands of years ago. The story 
is told with lots of songs, special 
symbolic foods and traditions, and 
discussion. It is important that each 
person feels as though they were 
personally there, so that they never 
forget what it feels like to be a refugee. 
By understanding what other people's 
hardship feels like we are more likely to 
treat them with sympathy and know what
they really need to help them out of their 
situation. 

• Can you retell a story from history so 
vividly that the listeners have a better 
understanding of what it must have felt 
like to be there?

• If you had to leave your home in a hurry 
what three things would you take?



Jahrzeit candle (Yiddish) 
(yah-tsite)

Memorial candle

Siddur (sih - dur)

Lit, at home, on the 
anniversary of a death.

Prayers, songs and readings
for private and communal

worship.

Discussion points:
• The jahrzeit candle is designed to burn 

for 24 hours. It is lit, at home, with 
memorial prayers, each year, for the 
anniversary of the death of a loved one.

• What other anniversaries do people often
like to remember, positive and negative?

• How are these different anniversaries 
marked?

• Why do people keep these customs for 
remembering past people, events and 
achievments?

•  How can you make sure remembering  
is a positive action that makes the world 
better not worse?

• Can you design a Remembrance 
ceremony (for your chosen preson, evetn
or achievment) that helps people live 
better lives?

Discussion points:
• In a current Reform or Liberal Siddur 

you will see it is printed in Hebrew, in 
English and in "transliterated Hebrew". 
This is Hebrew spelt out, approximately, 
in phonetic English script.

• Most Jews grow up speaking the 
language of the country they live in. 
They have to make a special effort to 
learn Hebrew well enough to be able to 
read and understand their sacred texts 
and prayers. Many can't read Hebrew so 
some prayer books are written with 
transliteration and English translations. 
What problems might arise if people 
can't read the original texts and prayers 
for themselves?

• Choose an English poem (eg Chaucer for
older levels). Ask everyone to rewrite it 
in their own words as prose. Compare  
the prose versions.

• Where in our everyday lives do we rely 
on other people to "translate" knowledge 
and information for us?

• What makes a good "translation"?



Playing cards to be printed off  and seperated.

Worn by Jewish men, and
sometimes by Jewish women, 

to show respect to God.

A sign to show others that 
you are Jewish.

A symbol, to put on 
a door frame, to show that 

through this door 
Jewish values are important.

The most sacred 
Jewish writing.

A pointer to help 
the reader follow the 

words on the scroll without
touching it. 

An ancient instrument  
that dramatically grabs 

everyone's attention 
in important Jewish 

festivals.
 

 
Worn to show respect 

when handling the Torah.
For the wine 

which is blessed 
each Friday night.

To hold the candles which
 are lit every Friday evening

 to welcome the sabbath.

To cover the Sabbath 
bread which is blessed 

every Friday night.



Something to carry sweet 
smelling spices.

A candle that represents
 the 6 working days

 of the week.

For marking the 
eight days of  Chanukah.

A game played 
at Chanukah.

For marking the 
eight days of  Chanukah.

A toy to make a loud 
noise whenever the baddy
appears in the Purim story

To display 6 symbolic 
foods at the Passover meal.

A story book used during 
the Passover meal.

Lit, at home, on the 
anniversary of a death.

Prayers, songs and readings
for private and communal

worship.


